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LAFAYETTE — Dol^ei^ 
spent 26 years as an O akla Hct^- 
lice officer, facing danger every 
day. 

*T’m still on a hazardous mis¬ 
sion/' he says. 

Verley sails around the world 
on a 50-foot ketch. 

“As a cop/' he says, “I once 
took a gun from a bank robber. 
He was pointing it at me. 

“But as a sea captain, 1 faced 
a whale and a hurricane.'' 

The former homicide inspec¬ 
tor and his friend, Bonnie Rus¬ 
sell, recently were sailing in the 
Mediterranean when they spot¬ 
ted a killer whale alongside their 
boat. 

“He just played around, zoom¬ 
ing underneath, rolling over, 
looking up. He seemed to be 
studying us the way we were 
studying him,'' Verley says. 

“I found it intriguing — both 
parties trying to figure out the 
other’s move. He finally took off, 
leaving a trail of foam.'' 

What surprised the sailor 
from Lafayette more than 
seeing a whale was not seeing 
any fish in the Mediterranean. 

“That was the biggest disap¬ 
pointment of the trip,'' he says. 



*1 thought the Mediterranean 
would be wide-open for fishing. 

) “But the world’s oldest and 
I biggest fishing hole is now fished 
*out. All we caught was a cold.*' 

Verley traveled 7,000 miles, 
visited 10 countries and discov¬ 
ered skippering a 50-foot /boat 
keeps you too busy to <get k^fed. 

“I took Along goo he 

says, “and neverif^d^a^age.'' 

Sailing throuM iheyEnglish 
Channel, around FVcmee and into 
the Mediterranean ^oved one of 
the biggest chi^l^es of his life. 

“While working as a cop," he 
says, “I never dreamed I would 
one day sail to Spain, Italy, Yu¬ 
goslavia. I saw a city in Turkey 
that was 4,000 years old — all 
built out of marble. 

“I learned the viewpoint of 
people on the other side of the 
world. Their opinions of Ameri¬ 
cans are so varied — from 
strong prejudice to absolute 
love. The love is from Turkey, 
the negativeness from Greece.'' 

Verley enjoyed boats and the 


water since he was a kid. 

“But at 58,'' he says, “I still 
get seasick everytime I go out." 

In 1982, after quitting the 
force, he borrowed a boat from a 
friend and set sail for Mexico. 

“Bonnie and I left San Fran* 
cisco on Sept. 2 and arrived Dec. 

. 6 at Baja — only to be greeted 
; by a hurricane,'' Verley recalls. 

“Twenty-eight boats were lost, 
hurled onto the beach. Our craft 
also was flung ashore and buried 
in the sand.'' 

I Don and Bonnie were stranded 
in Mexico. “We had no money, no 
passports, no residence. All we 
had was what we wore — T- 
shirts and shorts,'' Verley says. 

“The Mexican authorities told 
us we had to stay, along with the 
other boat captains, until the 
beach was cleared of debris. It 
took us two weeks to clean the 
mess. Meanwhile, we lived at an 
American-owned condo till I got 
money from home to fly back.*' 

The trauma failed to deter him 
from other sea adventures. 

He was reading a magazine 
; one day when he spotted an ad 
for a boat owned by a woman in 
Marin. 

“I bought the boat,'' Verley 
says. “But I had to go to the coast 
of France to pick it up.’* 


The craft had all the conve¬ 
nience of home — “except a 
washing machine. We went on to 
sail to England, Holland, Scot¬ 
land, Belgium, France, Spain. 
We finally left the boat last year 
in Portugal and returned to the 
Eastbay for Christmas.'* 

Russell and Verley went back 
in March to pick up the boat. 

“We sailed throughout the 
Mediterranean, stopping off at 
the various countries along the 
way,’’ Verley says. 

“Visiting Yugoslavia, a coun¬ 
try that is not considered a tour¬ 
ist attraction, was a revelation. 
The place is gorgeous. Looking 
from the sea. Yugoslavia resem¬ 
bles the California coastline.** 

He stayed out at sea eight 
^months, returning in October. 

“We never spent more than six 
nights on the boat without going 
ashore. I never tired of the wa¬ 
ter. But I got tired of the weath¬ 
er, especially the storms.'* 

The toughest part of living on 
a boat is the confinement. 

“Living close to someone for 
24 hours a day is a true test of 
compatibility,'* Verley says. 

“And Bonnie and I are still 
very close.'* 








